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1 Peter 1, 3-9
Praise to God for a Living Hope

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who
through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to
be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7ZThese have come so that your faith—of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine
and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Though you have
not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

"I hope the weather is good this weekend...I hope that I get a raise soon...I hope that I get an A on
the test...(to tell you the truth, I may have even said up until a few weeks ago) ...I hope Brett Favre plays
again next season.” Many times in our lives you and I have had similar hopes. Typically, we often had
nothing to base our hopes on other than a sincere desire for that particular outcome. We often use the word
“hope” as if it requires crossed-fingers and eyes scrunched shut. Today we are reminded that we have
something else to hope for...not an uncertain, blind hope, but rather a certain hope. A sure and living hope.
We have a living hope...in a risen Savior and in an imperishable goal.

I. We Have a Living Hope...In a Risen Savior

The inspired author of our text, Peter, is writing to Christians undergoing persecution ...perhaps
even scattered from their homes and families. At this time, persecution of Christians had not yet reached its
highest point. It was more than likely that persecution was often vocal ridicule — perhaps pagans mocking
Christians in the local cities, towns, and villages. Still, many Christians found it necessary to move and
scatter from their families, friends, and homes. Persecution was on the rise. Some in Jerusalem had
already been killed. Can you think of people who could have had a better excuse to not have hope?
Humanly speaking, would there be any better reason to give up - maybe even deny the faith - than people
who were on the run because of that faith? Times were bad, yet Peter starts our text with a statement of
praise. 32 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! = Why? Praise be to God because
a miracle took place! 3PIn his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. God gave the world a gift of grace — an undeserved gift of
love. God gave himself as the complete solution for sin. God himself died for lost and condemned sinners.
We just followed Jesus to Calvary where once again we saw him offer himself into hell and death as the
sacrifice for each and every sin of each and every person who ever lived. His resurrection on the third day is
undeniable proof of the value of that sacrifice. Whoever believes in Jesus as that sacrifice and in that
resurrection proof is offered that miracle gift — a new birth into a living hope.

Does this remind us of a conversation that Jesus had with Nicodemus early in his ministry?
Nicodemus a Pharisee and member of the Jewish Supreme Court had questions about getting into
heaven...about having a right relationship with God: In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” (John 3:3) Jesus taught Nicodemus pure grace and
love. God remakes dead unbelievers into newborn living children of God. This new birth is given by faith.
This new birth is possible because Jesus came out of the grave. Can you see a comparison here? As a
newborn child enters the world from the mother’'s womb, so Jesus’ resurrection is the same thing, and so is
our conversion...grave into life...death to life. John reminds us of this in his revelation, Jesus Christ, who is
the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. (1:5)

This is the focus of our faith, especially this time of the year. Faith often focuses on things we have
not seen: ® Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, ° for you are
receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Peter wrote to Christians who had not
seen the risen Savior and his empty tomb. Because you and I were not privileged to be eyewitness of the
resurrection of Jesus, we rely on the inspired accounts of those who were...those like Peter. Peter one of the



first to run out to the tomb on that first Easter morning. Peter was with the rest of the disciples when Jesus
appeared repeatedly on Easter evening and for 40 days following. It was Peter that Jesus met with privately
on the beach

The eyes of faith — the eyes of the newborn child of God - trust the writers whom God chose to tell his Word.

And so we look back to Peter’s opening words of praise? Would there be a personal reason that
Peter would have to rejoice? Let’s take a moment to walk back through the life of Peter the apostle. He was
less-than-courageous on Maundy Thursday evening. Jesus predicted denial and betrayal of all including
Peter, but he looked down in arrogance on his fellow-disciples...HE would NEVER forsake Jesus. We know
that history was not as Peter predicted. Judas was not the only betrayer that night. Peter did deny his
Savior. Peter met the full confrontation of his sins as he saw the look from Jesus that morning. Later on
Friday afternoon as Peter stood below the cross seeing his Savior suffer and die, he knew one thing for sure,
his sins put Jesus on the cross. Do you know something else? OUR sins put Jesus on the cross. Even if we
could plead not-guilty on early Good Friday morning, we cannot escape this reality: you and I are conceived
and born in sin...enemies of God...lost and condemned...DEAD! Jesus rose from the dead because he had to
die: for Peter...for you...for me. Peter, those early scattered Christians, and we look through the eyes of
faith at the empty tomb we are filled with an inexpressible joy. Our sins are washed away. God will not
hold us responsible for the payment of sin because Jesus made the full payment. We see that our Savior is
alive. You and I are forgiven. You and I are assured that we are receiving the goal of faith - salvation.

Because of the empty tomb, there is no doubt! We have a living hope...in a risen and living Savior.

II. We Have a Living Hope...In an Imperishable Goal

The living hope to which Peter points us goes beyond the empty tomb which he saw on Easter
Sunday. Peter points us to another resurrection. 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil
or faded kept in heaven for you, >who t hrough faith are shielded by Godo6s pov
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. We are told that we have a living hope
in an inheritance that will never die. Yet our hearts are not always confident in this living hope. We do not
always live like we have a living hope that will not perish. What kinds of questions do you think went
through the minds of Peter’s first audience or any Christian who has undergone persecution for the faith? It
might not be all that hard to answer that question. Maybe these questions have floated through our minds
during difficult times. “Why me?...Where are you God?...When will it end?...Is this fair? Maybe with
Jeremiah we ask, Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the faithless live at ease? (Jer.
12:1b) In other words, why do unbelievers seem to have it so good, while at the same time the godly
suffer? Again Peter points to our living hope for an answer and the confidence we are searching for. God
has given us a gift, there is an inheritance. Unlike so many things in this life on earth, this inheritance is
imperishable. It will never pass away. God is keeping this inheritance for us safe in heaven. No one or
nothing will ever take that gift away because we are shielded by God himself until the last day.

Have we ever misplaced our hope. Have we ever attempted to place our confidence in things that
are perishable? Maybe that is why we sometimes grumble, complain, or despair. The treasures of earth
pass away, or are stolen, or are destroyed in fire. Often, we place our trust in things on which we cannot
count: jobs, friends, education, ourselves. These things are important in many ways. But when they
become the only priority in life..when we place all our hope in them, then we wonder, Why does it seem
things are not going right? How come it is that I am a child of God, and yet I suffer?

The Christian life is not always easy; just ask those early Christians of Peter’s day. The Christian life
is a call to suffer for Jesus. ©In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. ” These have come so that your faithd of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire6 may be proved genuine and may result in
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

This is no pointless suffering. Satan’s plan is to destroy faith by causing God’s people to despair or question
God’s love, but persecution and trials do not destroy faith...they actually strengthen faith! In times of
trouble, the Christian flees to God in the means of grace. We find confidence, strength, and promise from
heaven-above in the Word, in our Baptism, and in the bread and wine. God’s plan is that even suffering
brings rejoicing! The illustration Peter uses is one from jewelry making: gold is heated to the point of
melting, the impurities burn away, and what is left is a stronger metal. Jesus reminds us that this is exactly
what he wants. Jesus reminded his followers of this. 23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 2* For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. (Lk. 9:23,24)



Why? What is the point? Our eyes, minds, and hearts are gently turned past the troubles and trials
of faith in this life and we look with Peter to the Last Day when Jesus will return to call his children home.
Until then, Jesus promises to keep us safe even in persecution. In joy, we anticipate that next resurrection!
What glory will be given to Jesus on that day when he gathers the elect before all the earth.

We have been given a birthright, or perhaps better said a NEW-birthright. We have inherited a living
hope that is sure and certain. Living hope! We do not need to wait until that Last Day to enjoy those
blessings. Eternal life is now. You will never die! The waters of your baptism have brought you back from
the dead. You have been given the eyes of faith to see a risen Savior. We have confidence by faith to see
an imperishable goal - living children of God on earth looking forward to the glory of salvation in heaven.
Even now, together with Peter, those early persecuted Christians, and our brothers and sisters all over the
world we rejoice, yes even in suffering. We shout our living hope in a risen Savior and our confidence in an
imperishable goal with the hymn writer:

“Christ the Lord is risen today!” Saints on earth and angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing O heav’'ns and earth reply.
Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted head.
Made like him, like him we rise; Ours the cross, the grave, the skies!
Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to you by both be giv'n!
God has now fulfilled his Word; Praise the resurrected Lord!

Amen.



