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Exodus 2:1-10 – God Created the Family to Serve One Another 

Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. 
When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months.    3 But when she could hide him no 
longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put 
it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 
5 Then Pharaoh‟s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river 
bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. 
He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 7 Then his sister asked 

Pharaoh‟s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” 8 “Yes, go,” she 
answered. And the girl went and got the baby‟s mother. 9 Pharaoh‟s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and 
nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child grew 
older, she took him to Pharaoh‟s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him 
out of the water.”  

 Our text picks up the narrative history of God’s people after roughly 300 years of silence.  The family of 

Jacob had moved to Egypt during a severe famine.  They were welcomed by the king of Egypt because of the 
tremendous blessing Joseph had been in preserving Egypt from disaster.  Now, a new line of kings had come to 
power who did not remember those blessings.  The Israelites had grown at a huge rate.  Egypt now feared 
them rather than welcomed them.  The king enacted a new policy designed to keep their numbers in check.  He 
enslaved them – putting merciless taskmasters over them.  The opposite actually happened.  They still grew.  
Now more desperate measures were called for.  There was a new law:  all baby boys born to the Israelites were 
to be thrown into the Nile River and drowned.  Imagine!  mandatory slaughter of baby boys!  We do not know 

the extent to which this order was carried out, but we do know this:  this attempt to destroy the family of God 
ended in failure.  In fact, disobedience to this order would lead to the raising up of the very baby boy who 
would one day lead the family of believers to the Promised Land! 

 It is to a small family we now turn our attention.  There was a husband and wife of the family of Levi 
who gave birth to a son.  Mother noticed that her son was lovely in the sight of God. (Acts 7:20)  This was no 
ordinary child.  No way was this son of theirs going to die.  They hid him for three months.  When it was no 

longer possible to hide him,  Mom and Dad took another step to save their son.  You know the story.  They 

made a reed basket…coated it watertight…put the baby in it…and floated him in the Nile – the very river that by 
king’s decree should have been his place of death!   

 What moved Dad and Mom to take such bold steps?  The writer to the Hebrews in the New Testament 
tells us.  By faith Mosesô parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he 
was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the kingôs edict. (Heb. 11:23)  They were unafraid 
because they were acting by faith and trust in the living and loving God!  Their faith was moved to action.  You 

know the rest of the story.  Sister Miriam offered the services of the baby’s mother to the daughter of the king 
who found the floating basket.   Mom and Dad raised their son to know the living and loving God.  They taught 
him the same faith that moved them to take such dramatic acts of faith.  The parents served their children by 
faith.  God did have a plan for this boy.  He would be called to lead God’s family of believers to freedom and the 
promised land.  God’s family would be preserved in order that God’s great plan would be carried out.  From this 
family the Savior would be born.  

 After our sons were born, no one came to the hospital to take them away to destroy them.  I am sure 

nothing like that has happened to any of us.  Yet, God calls families to serve one another by faith in no less 
miraculous ways.  Faithful parents bring their children to the waters of baptism trusting God’s promise to wash 
away sins and grant everlasting life through that miracle.  Throughout their lives, parents continue to lead by 
example their children to know and trust the same living and loving God.  Parents lead their children to worship.  
Parents teach their children to properly confront sin in the spirit of love and forgiveness.  Families demonstrate 
love to one another by loving acts of service.  Love is not just a word…love is action! 

Luke 10:25-35 – We Serve All Whom God Places Before Us 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered: “ „Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind‟; and, „Love 
your neighbor as yourself.‟” 28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he 
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was 

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 

beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 



him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 

put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper. „Look after him,‟ he said, „and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 

extra expense you may have.‟ 36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and 
do likewise.” 

 The evangelist Luke records an event for us regarding a man who had serious pains of conscience.  Just 
prior to our text, this so called expert in God’s Word had heard Jesus condemn those who hear the Word of God 
but do not believe.  BELIEVE?!  Should not one EARN God’s favor and eternal life?  This enemy of Jesus wanted 
to trap Jesus.  He was conditioned to think in terms of working and earning.  That was his reality and he wanted 

to lead Jesus into public contradiction.  So Jesus, the master teacher, lovingly turned the tables on this man 
with a story.  He wanted to prick the man’s conscience to see that God’s favor is not earned.  In fact, God’s 
favor is not even deserved.  Remember, the man had answered correctly that the commandments were about 
love for God and neighbor – NOT about earning eternal life.  Now the man was in a bit of a pickle.  The tables 
had been turned and he was now caught in a contradiction.  Jesus’ point was that although the man thought he 

had loved God and neighbor perfectly, in reality he had not.  So now it was time to deflect and justify.  How am 

I supposed to know who my neighbor is?  In other words, who am I supposed to love  and how can I do it?  So 
Jesus illustrated with a story. 

 A man was robbed, beaten, and left for dead.  Help was soon on the way.  Or was it.  Two men – both 
church workers – came upon the man.  The sight of the dying man stirred no compassion.  Each stepped to the 
other side of the road.  They did not want to get involved.  Both chose not to demonstrate love in action to 
another in need.  Now comes the strong contrast of the parable.  A Samaritan had pity where the previous two 
had none.  Toward Samaritans – a half-breed people of half-breed religion who lived in the middle of Palestine – 

the Jews held nothing but contempt and hatred.  Samaritans were less than dogs, and here was one showing 
love that this expert in the law seemed so unwilling to show.  The Jewish listeners must have been rocked to 
the core!  Where two countrymen were unwilling to even walk near the dying man, this Samaritan went above 
and beyond.  His love expressed itself generously and willingly to a “stranger-neighbor” in need. 

 That really is the point of this parable:  Not who is my neighbor, but rather how can I demonstrate my 

love for my neighbor.  The answer to the first question is evident:  EVERYONE is my neighbor.  The real 
question bears asking of ourselves:  How can I prove myself a true neighbor to a fellow human being in need of 

my help?  Jesus answers that question for us in the parable…ñGo and do likewise.ò   Like the expert in our 
text, we are to leave with the same lesson learned. 

1) We cannot love perfectly as God demands, but we are forgiven perfectly 

2) Trust that Jesus earned God’s love for us with his life and death as he “went and did likewise” 
perfectly 

3) Live as the Samaritan did with a desire born of faith and love to serve all those around us as the 

Samaritan did.  

 Our acts of love ay not be as big and dramatic as the Samaritan’s, but remember what Jesus said about 
service:  I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.  (Mt. 25:40) 

Luke 10:38-42 – Service is Meaningless Without the One Thing Needful 

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord‟s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha 

was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don‟t you care 
that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord 
answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  

 Luke, the author of our text, often grouped his writings topically rather than chronologically.  That 
seems to be the case here.  He placed another text in the theme of service following the one we just 
considered.   

 Jesus was invited to the home of dear friends – a family of sisters and brother…Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus.  Many preparations had to be made.  Mary is introduced as sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to what 

he said.  It should be pointed out that the Greek says literally, Mary ALSO sat at Jesus’ feet.  She had also done 
some of the preparing.  But, when Luke takes us into their home, Mary had stopped the work to instead take on 
the role of student.  Martha, on the other hand, was still distracted by all the work that she felt needed to be 
done. 



 Can you picture the scene.  Jesus quietly speaking in one part of the home while Mary was content to 
simply learn from her Lord.  Martha was anything but content.  I always picture her periodically walking by 

giving nasty looks at her sister who ignored her in favor of Jesus.  Perhaps Martha made a show of  making 
extra noise to get Mary’s attention.  Finally Martha could take it no longer.  She asked Jesus, Lord, donôt you 

care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!  She was pointing the 
finger at her sister certain that she would have an ally in Jesus.  How could sitting at Jesus’ feet be more 
important than properly entertaining their guest?  

 “Martha, Martha,” was Jesus loving reply.  “You are distracted by a lot of things.”  Jesus’ point was that 
anything less than single-mindedness for the soul is less than beneficial.  Jesus’ followers are to be focused on 
one point:  spiritual growth.  That comes first and service follows.  Mary had chosen the better thing.  Mary had 
chosen the one thing that cannot be taken away from her.  Mary chose the Word of God, that is to hear it in a 

way that is pleasing to God. 

 Are we not often in need of the loving rebuke of Jesus?  “Martha, Martha…”  Do we not often find 
ourselves chasing after the other things in life at the expense of sitting at the feet of Jesus?  We spend loads of 
time on things that are important.  We do have the best interest of those around us at heart.  We want the 

latest clothes…the best sports teams…the finest of education and the like.  We think that by living righteous 
lives of service certainly God is happier with us than the next guy.  Service and things maybe important, but 

these things in and of themselves are NOT important in comparison to the one thing that is needful.  The finest 
clothes and best education or living the most outwardly righteous lives cannot buy our way into God’s heaven.  
So what is that one thing needed?  The Word of God.  

 In God’s Word we are daily reminded that we are damned sinners deserving of nothing good 
whatsoever from God.  In God’s Word and sacrament we are comforted by the assurance that our sins are 
forgiven.  We have eternal life not through our merits but through the merits of him who was damned for our 
sake.  We are forgiven because of God’s love that we in no way earn or deserve.   

 We have spent time together being reminded that God created the family – like Moses’ family – to serve 
one another in love.  We serve those around us in big and small ways in compassion as the Samaritan did.  But 
first things first.  We are reminded that all acts of service are meaningless without the one thing needed.  
Remember the words of Jesus himself, But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.  To that end Lord, use us to serve, Amen. 
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